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Soil Preparation

Spacing and Planting

Maintenance Following Installation

New Construction / Bare Soil
Remove all construction debris, stones, vegetation, etc. Start with a properly graded yard.  Do not expect the plugs to 
hide a rough grade.  Be sure all areas drain properly. After final grade is complete, firm any loose soil by rolling or 
watering slowly and let soil settle.  Rake smooth.  Then follow the “Spacing and Planting” directions below for planting 
the plugs.

Existing Vegetation
Herbicide Method – Following label directions, spray the entire planting area with glyphosate nonselective herbicide 
such as Round Up. After a minimum of 24 hours, mow as short as possible.  You do not have to remove the old vegeta-
tion as it will act as a weed barrier and erosion control.  Your site is now ready to plug.
Mechanical Method – If you prefer not to use chemicals in your renovation, you need to remove the current grass by 
one of the following methods:
#1 – Use a sod cutter to remove the existing grass. (sod cutters are available at many rental stores)  Next, roto-till the 
area to a depth of 3 to 4 inches and let it dry for a few days. Firm any loose soil by rolling or watering slowly and let soil 
settle.  Rake smooth.
 #2 - Roto-till the area to a depth of 3 to 4 inches. Wait 5 days to allow the tilled vegetation to die.  Water the area, let 
it dry and roto-till it again.  Depending on the amount of vegetation, you may have to repeat the tilling several times.  
Be sure to repeat enough times to give you a good soil bed, free of dirt clods and old vegetation. Firm any loose soil 
by rolling or watering slowly and let soil settle.  Rake smooth.

Mark the area to be plugged with your desired spacing. The recommended spacing for Bella plugs is 6 to 9 inches. 
Stagger the rows as in figure 1. At each plug location, drill an 1 ½ inch hole about 2 ¼ inches deep.  Cut off the bottom 
½ inch of the plug to stimulate the roots.  This will allow the roots to attach to the soil quickly and establish your lawn 
faster with less water.  We also recommend dipping each plug in ZEBA, a natural corn based polymer that absorbs 
water and then releases it to the plug as it dries.  Place the plug in the hole, being sure it is all the way to the 
bottom.  This is very important.  If the plug is not pressed in, it will create an air pocket under the plug and could reduce 
the chance of survival.
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Take the loose soil from the drilling hole and use it to fill around the edges of the plug.  Firm the soil by stepping on the 
plug and the surrounding area.  Repeat for all plugs.  Water areas as they are completed.

Water your new plugs immediately after planting, soaking each plug thoroughly with Miracle Gro 15-30-15 general 
purpose plant food or fertilize the area with a sod/seed starter fertilizer.  Both are available at your local garden center.  
Read and follow instructions on the label for proper rates and application.  Keep the area wet for the first two weeks, 
then slowly reduce watering, but keep the ground moist.  After the fourth week, soak the area once or twice per week 
until the plugs have completely covered the area.  This additional watering will keep the plugs actively growing and 
spreading as quickly as possible.  After this period, additional watering will depend on your natural rainfall and tem-
peratures, as well as your soil type.  Clay soil will require less water than sandy soil.
In addition to the quick-release fertilizer applied at the time of planting, also apply a slow-release fertilizer with pre-
emergent to prevent grassy annual weeds like crabgrass.  During the grow-in period, fertilize Bella every 30-45 days 
with a high quality lawn fertilizer to keep the plugs growing aggressively.
During establishment it is important to mow Bella short to stimulate rhizome growth so the plugs grow together.  Set 
your mower at 1 to 1 ½ inches and mow once per week during the grow-in period.   Since Bella is an extremely slow-
growing grass, a higher setting will result in Bella not being mowed and will lengthen the grow-in period.  Always use 
a mower with sharp blades.



General Care Guidelines
After Establishment

While unlikely, pests can become a problem, especially if your lawn is not healthy - too much fertilizer, too little 
fertilizer, improper watering, etc. Do not treat for pests if there are no signs of problems.  Remember, when 
treating for harmful pests, you will also kill the beneficial insects in the soil.  It is better to let nature keep itself 
in balance but once in a while “mother nature” needs assistance.  If pests persist, contact the local county 
agent or nursery and ask for assistance in identification of the problem and the recommended control.
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Fertilizer

Mowing
Most of Bella’s vertical growth will take place in the spring.  Mow as needed  with your mower set between 2 
½  to 3  ½ inches high.  Never remove more than 1/3 of the leaf at any one cutting. Always use a sharp blade. 

Watering
Though drought tolerant, Bella may require additional watering during dry spells to keep it lush and growing. 
Bella prefers infrequent deep watering. Remember, Bella has a much deeper root system than other blue-
grass.  Do not over-water. Avoid standing water for any period of time.  Bella uses an average of ¾ to 1 inch 
of water per week.

Weed Control

Pest Control

Important!  Immediately remove your trays of grass from your vehicle or from the box that they 
were shipped in.  Place them in a single layer in an area protected from the wind.  Water the plugs 
immediately and keep them moist until you are ready to plant them.

Apply between 2 and 3 pounds of nitrogen per 1000 square foot annually, during the growing season. Select 
a high quality, slow release fertilizer like Scotts Turf Builder . Too much fertilizer may result in thatch and an 
unhealthy lawn.

The dense growth of Bella will reduce the weed competition, but use of a pre-emergent herbicide in the 
spring is the best defense against annual grassy weeds.  Broadleaf weeds can be controlled with approved 
herbicides like Tri-mec.
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